I ask you, How will this bill be enforced? Will it be another restriction that will,
once again, involve the rest of the offender’s household as well since most households
have only one computer? | use the internet frequently, looking for any information that |
might be able to use to help get my son removed from the registry. | visit support groups
for emotional support. College classes are offered on-line and have student chat rooms
to use for study guides. Will the offender be denied access to these as well? Will
offenders be allowed to work at home on computer generated jobs?

I cannot speak for all sex offenders on the list as each has their own story. | do
speak on behalf of my son. We have an even greater dilemma then internet predators.
Silent predators if you will. Ones that lie about their age to the unsuspecting older teen
and fall under the term “victim”. Young ladies that willingly consent then lie when they are
caught. Children becoming sexually active as young as 11. Someone ending up on the

lived with this pain. My son was 17 and immature when a young, lady whose body and

sexual appetite had developed way beyond her reasoning, told my son she was 16. | too

angry with the young girl in my son’s case my heart aches for her because all she wants
is love and attention and has learned from somewhere that her body can get that for her.






Her reasoning skills have not matured to the point yet where she will know it is not the
kind of attention she wants or needs.

I have given you a packet of Papers along with a copy of my testimony. They do
not directly deal with this bill but out of concemn for all youth, especially our young males, |
hope that you will read them and realize we are not stopping young children from

Thank -You
Cynthia Russell
Po box 205
Standish, Mi 48658
989-846-4329
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ThePo!icyonomhfuI—Behaviors:,, Ot
Ninth to Twelfth grade behaviors that may labe! juveniles a sex offender - .

under today's laws] . : R S

Ocqaaonaﬁy a caring parent may testify about the impact of legisiation on

families, often for the rest of their lives.

Today we have assembied data into a single chart that will allow
lawmakers to see the juvenile population already engaging in sexual
behaviors. | wonder what lawmakers would do if they realized their
proposed laws could affect 50% of the juvenile population in schools
today? Would they look closer, would they make other suggestions, rather
than simply criminalize all such juvenile conduct? There are other ways to
handle youthful behaviors. The benchmark should not be laws that make
sex offenders and predators out of school children. The policy surrounding
youthful behaviors appears to have emanated from the frenzy affixed to
the broad term, sex offenders.

The Center for Disease Control (CDC), in 1991, developed the Youth Risk
Behavcor Survejllance System (YRBSS) to monitor six catggoﬁes,qf

significantly to the leading causes of death, disability, and social problems
among youth and adults in the United States. The CDC focused on the
health of youth. Through a survey the CDC gathered facts and compiled
them into the YRBSS report. Within that survey are questions related to
the sexual behaviors of youths. That data is relevant to lawmakers today
and we have compiled it into a chart.

Today our chart, "The Policy of Youthful Behaviors: Ninth to Twelfth grade
behaviors that may label juveniles a sex offender under today's laws("
extrapolates all the questions and data related to sexual behaviors of
youths from the YRBSS survey. Given the 2003 YRBSS is representative
of a smaller juvenile population of the nation, but a significant one, we
have matched the YRBSS resuits to the 2004 U.S. Census Bureau
numbers for School Enrollment, 9-12th Grades. The resulting numbers of
youths should stagger lawmakers. .+:rcs: - i ; zHUEN The youths
engaged in sexual behaviors number in the millions. These youths are the
future of our society today.

Given that juveniles had self-reported their behaviors we wondered about
the accuracy of the survey. The survey began in 1991 and is biennial, the
CDC asked each sexual behavior questions in all surveys, so we



averaged the male and female response percentages overthe seven i
surveys (see chart right-most column). Certainly the juveniles answering
the first surveys had cycled out of later surveys, and what we found is,
percentages over the seven surveys are level and virtually the same as

the most recent survey. To us that meant the trends represented by the’ o

questions were actually happening-and reasonably repop(ed |

The CDC has chronicied millions of students engaging in sexual
behaviors. Are these all to be tomorrow’s registered predatory sex
offenders? T R
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Youth Behaviors. 9th to 12¢h Gradas 2003 YRBSS Survev Resufts Aversges of All YRASS Survevs
Sexual behavior survey Female Male Total No. Of Female Male No. of
questions: YOuths Surveys
f

Ever had sexual intercourse: 453% 48.0% 46.7% 7.754M 48.1% 52.1% 7*
gf;‘gf\:’eyy?m"e Within 3-months 34 606 33.8%  34.3% 5695 36.7% 35.2% 7%

Of students who had sexual

intercourse within 3-months of

survey, the percentage who drank 21.0%  29.8% 25.4% 4.217M 18.4% 29.6% 7*
alcohol or used drugs before last

sexual intercourse:

Had 4 or more sex partners o o o -
during lifetime: 11.2% 17.5% 14.4% 7.391M 13.3% 18.7%** 7%
:;g jrst sexual intercourse before , 5o 0 4o 7.4%  1209M 4.5%  11.7% 7+
Had been pregnant.or gotten

someone pregnant one or more  4.9% 3.5% 4.2% 697M 7.0% 4.8%*** 7%
times:

Forced to have sexual o

intercourse: 119% 6.1% 9.0% 1.494M 11.1% 5.6% 01, 03
Drug and Alcoholt survey

questions:

Had one drink of alcohol on one or o o o o o -
more days during lifetime: 44.9% 43.8% 449% . 79.3%  79.5% 7

Used marijuana one or more o o o P x
times during lifetime: 37.6% 42.7% 40.2% . 37.1% 43.7% 7

Used ecstasy (also called MDMA): 11.6% 10.4% 11.1% . 03

Used any form of cocaine,
powder, crack, freebase one or 7.7% 9.5% 8.7% . 6.5% 8.7% 7*
more times during lifetime:

Sniffed giue, breathed Spray cans, ]
or inhaled paints or sprays to get o o o o 95, 97, 99, 01,
high one or more times during 3.4% 4.3% 3.9% . 14.7% 16.3% 03 3
lifetime:

Used heroin one or more times o
during lifetime: 2.0% 4.3% 3.3% . 1.93% 3.9% 99, 01, 03

Used methamphetamines one or
more times during lifetime: 6.8% 8.3% 7.6% . 8.1% 9.6% 99, 01, 03

Students who had at least one
drink of alcohoi ON SCHOOL o o o o o 93, 95, 97,99, &
PROPERTY on one or more of the +2%  60%  52% . 41%  6.5% 01, 03
past 30 days:
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Students who used marijuana ON 93. 95 97 99
SCHOOL PROPERTY one or mare  3.7% 7.6%. 5.8% . 4.1% 9.1% 01' 03' £
times during the past 30 days: '

Students who were offered, sold,

or given an illegal drug ON 93, 95, 97, 99,
SCHOOL PROPERTY during past 25.0% 31.9% 28.7% . 23.7% 34.3% 01, 03

12 months:
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Raunchy lyrics affect sex choices, study finds

The music's influence on teenagers’ behavior appears to depend on how
men, women and sex areportrayed.

Lindsey Tanner, Associated Press

CHICAGO - Teens whose iPods are full of music with raunchy, sexual lyrics start
having sex sooner than those who prefer other songs, a study found.

Whether it's hip-hop, rap, pop or rock, much of popular music aimed at teens
contains sexual overtones. its influence on their behavior appears to depend on
how the sex is portrayed, researchers found.

Songs depicting men as "sex-driven studs" and women as sex objects and that
include explicit references to sex acts are more likely to trigger early sexual
behavior than those where sexual references are more veiled and relationships

appear more committed, the study found.

Teens who said they listened to a lot of music with degrading sexual messages
were almost twice as likely to start having intercourse or other sexual activities
within the following two years as were teens who listened to little or no sexually
degrading music.

Among heavy listeners, 51 percent started having sex within two years, versus
28 percent of those who said they listened to littie or no sexuaily degrading
music.

Exposure to iots of sexually degrading music “gives them a specific message
about sex," said lead author Steven Martino, a researcher for Rand Corp. in
Pittsburgh. Bays leamn they should be relentless in the pursuit of women, and
girls learn to view themselves as sex objects, he said.

"We think that really iowers kids' inhibitions and makes them less thoughtful”
about sexual decisions and may influence them to make decisions they regret,
he said.

The study, based on telephone interviews with 1,461 participants aged 12 to 17,
appears in the August issue of Pediatrics, being released today.

Most participants were virgins when they were first questioned in 2001.
Follow-up interviews were done in 2002 and 2004 to see if music choice had
influenced subsequent behavior.

Martino said the researchers tried to account for other factors that could affect
teens' sexual behavior, including parental permissiveness, and still found explicit
lyrics had a strong influence. However, Yvonne Fulbright, sex researcher and
author from New York; said factors including peer pressure, self-esteem and



- ffect sex choices, study finds hitp://www. startribune.cem/484/v-print/story/598890.htrt;l

home environment are probably more influential than the research suggests.

©2006 Associated Press. Al rights reserved.
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Sex Survey "Eye-’oﬁpening' For Local Parents o
By MARILYN BROWN i 6 s e |

TAMPA - Many Hillsborough County middle and high school students iead double lives - one
for thelir parents and one for their peers. . ; 1 marit 33 dle Heflandg,
In a districtwide survey, nearly half of high school students and one in five middle school
students said they have,;ﬁad.s\exua“ntercourse, and a higher percentage of high school
boys than girls reported being physically hurt by their "significant others."- Y 1GE v
"We really do not understand what's going on with kids today,” Lloyd Zimet, who oversees
prevention and wellness programs for Hillsborough schools, told a smali group of Parent-
Teacher Association parents and grandparents last week. g AT deannorlalBE g
The spring survey of more than 5,000 randomly selected Hilisborough students revealed
other risky behaviors. sreskirdd FATH Yl BAS fmalltsl e
Among student-;repgrtedactivity from four thick survey volumes compiled by the national:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Q0. ADRNTIGY B 6§ ! ~ 5t h Yo
sNearly one-third of high school students said they were propositioned to buy, bought or
sold drugs while at school,

*Condom use decreases with age, dropping from 78 percent in eighth grade to 61.4 percent:
for high school seniors,

*More male high school students - 16 percent - reported being physically hurt by their
significant others than female students, at 11.8 percent.

*More than 9 percent of male and nearly 12 percent of female high school students said
they were physically forced to have sex.

"I know that Is happening, because my son constantly gets letters from girls who want to do
sexual things to him," said Paula Thomas, mother of five children ages 9 to 16. "It starts in
the sixth or seventh grade."”

At school, the Citrus Park mother said, "They know to stay out of certain hallways because
of the girls."

Parents at the meeting, who often are involved in schools as PTA board members, said they
didn't know about the survey. Had their children been a part of it, Zimet said, they wouid
have been asked to sign permission slips.

"There is no way I'd want [my son] to take that survey if he was in middle school," said
Camiile Johnston, mother of children ages 7 and 10 who attend Nelson Elementary School in
Dover. "But I'd want those resuits.”

Parents need that type of "eye-opening" information, the PTA leaders agreed.

"I'm a pretty involved parent, but I'm pretty ignorant about what the trends are," said
Sharold Allen, the county council president who asked Zimet to make the presentation.

"This is so important.”

Alien heard Zimet speak about the survey at a recent School Health Advisory Committee
meeting and took it to her board of directors.

The information needs to reach more parents, they said.



"Some parents don't want to know all this stuff,” said Gayle Mohr, whose son attends King
High School in Tampa. "The King High School PTA had someone do a presentation about
crime and violence. There were parents there so out of sync with the real world. They're
totally flabbergasted when they do find out things.” oL G

The Youth Risk Behavior Survey, designed by the CDC, requires a sampling of students from
every Hillsborough high school every two years, Zimet said. The district added middile
schools on its own. Zimet sald the results didn't change significantly from 2003 to 2005.
The CDC posts results of participating districts on its Web site, but as of Saturday, the 2005
results weren't available. Information about the survey and past results areat .

Dk did e DA e

Middle jen ’

school studenits were asked 53 questions and high school students were asked 89-a
mix of health and safety questions on topics such as diet and physical activity and sexual
behavior.

Zimet, in his post since August, said he wants more parents to consider the survey results
and talk to their children. He is willing to meet with any interested group.

"The parents have kind of been left out of the formula," he:said. "It's the parents’
responsibility to talk to their children, based on their value system.” ~ =~
pasco and Pinellas counties also survey students on risk behaviors, but they are not the
same surveys used for the national report,-officials in those countiés said. The 2005 results
are not yet in for their state reports, officials said. BT e S
parents usually don't see the results because those go to community agencies and
committees dealing with such issues. = S

One Hillsborough PTA board member not shocked at the district's survey results was 89-
year-old Bill Monfort, -a World War 1I veteran and a parent of three living children, six -
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. T
"I can't say that I'm surprised," Monfort said. "people do a lot of things today that people
didn't used to do - and at a younger age." R S ‘

This storycanbefoundat: = . I



Survey: Many U.d>. 1€ENS nave nau vial dca

JamocWagonor pmldontofAdmatnfor
Youth, a reproductive heaith organization
in Washinyton o.c., sald the study:howad

By THOMAS H. MAUGH

S ANGELES TIMES

More than hall of American
teens age 15 to 19 have
engaged in oral sex, increas-
ing to nearly 70 percent for
those who are 18 and 19,
according to the largest fed-
eral study of the nation’s sex-
ual practices

The study also found that
11 percent of women age 18
to 44 reported having at least
one homosexual experience
in their lifetime, up from 4
percent in the last study con-
ducted in 1002

LU BX K e

Taken together, the two
findings suggest a possible
shift in sexual practices, in
which females are using oral
and gay sex “as a safer alter-
native than (vaginal) sex with
men,” said epidemiclogist
William D. Mosher of the
National Center for Health
Statistics, the study’s lead
author.

“Kitis seen as a saler a]ter-f,

native. it is,an mwrpsnugwmmt."'

response 10 the campaigiis 10

reduce teen pregnancy and o

reduce sexually transmitted
diseases and HIV,” he said. -
The study, however, found

that only 9 percent.of the

teens reported using con-
doms during vral sex. Studies
have shown that gonorrhea,
syphilis, herpes and the

human papillomavirus can all

be trammmed in this man-
ner.

“They have not been glven
a strong enough message
about the health risks of oral
sex.” said Dr. ‘Claire Brindis of
the University oi California,
San Francisco.

James Wagoner, presldem
of Advocates for Youth, a
reproductive health organiza-
tion in Washington, D.C_, said

the study showed that soci- -

ety is undergoing a social
transition sexually, with
women and girls becoming
maore sexually confident. .

1t cglls into questjon the

‘s;e[entype omgys as hunters

irlis as pr amething

guing on hereiscregtmgmore vey, women, were asked,

exes “Have you ever had any sexu-

alagce betw t

ing & social

transition mually, with women and girls

becoming more sexually confident. ‘It calls

into question the stereotype of boys as
hunters and giris as prey. Something going
on here I creating mors balancs between
the sexes than we have seen before.” ‘

w

than we havegeen

But Brindis cautioned that

some of the-apparent increas-
es may simply.represent an

increased comfort level in

discussing intimate behav-
tors rather than an actual
increase in aclivity.

Some peaple may just now

“be dnscloéi g mformatmn
that had p
for deca,des she ‘said. ,
Economist.M. V. Lee Bad-
gett, a visiting scholar at
UCLA and research director
of the Institute for Gay and

acd dhn
echoed uux: i‘ﬂu.‘!‘n.-u, 32“!'

ing that “the world has
changed in I0years.”

She notedthat the 1990 cen-
sus showed 150,000 same-sex
couples in
the 2000 ‘version found

600,660, 1 umh Cascs, s.,c&'
said, the dif[erences are

much more likély to be due to
a wmlngness to report than
1o anincrease in numbers.”
- The study, conducted
between March 2002 and
March 2003, mvmved in-home
intérviews of 12,571 people
by trained female interview-
ers. The most recent study,
conducted @ decade earlier,
involved 3, ﬁ?ntervlews

variety of health related
questions. The sex were pre-
sented on a eomputer so that
the interviéwees could

respond while. malntaming,

anonymity.
The exact form of the ques—

_tion itself is also crucial, not-

ed epldemiologist ‘Susan
Cochran of UCLA. In the sur-

nation, while

al experience of auy kind with
another female?” That qués-

tion can encompass a variety’
of behaviors ranging from

sexual Intimacy to cuddling
or a kiss, she sald.

She cited an Australian
study which found that R 6

percent of women answered ;

affirmatively to a question

“similar fo that on the US. sur-

vey, but only 5.7 percent did

so when the question specifi- -

cally mked about genital con-
tact.
“What's happening is that

she sald.

Many of the same argu-
ments can be made about the
reports of teen sexual behav-

AR T T g

dr definition of sexual *
hehavior has hrnadened .

ior, but most’ experts agreed -

that the numbers represent a

real phenomenan,

There have been wide-

spread anecdotal reports that
teens are increasingly engag-

ing in oral sex to prevent preg-
‘nancy and the transmission of

sexual diseases. buf the new

“trwa bl

Va-urvc_y i5 the first 1o actus any

document the incidence on a
niational level, Mosher said.
“It's good to finally have

“some reliable information on o
that,” he said. 7
The data show that among '

teens ages 15 iv 13, 55 per-

. cent of males and 54 percent
" of females reported engaging ”
in oral sex. Among those 18to

19, the figure grows to about
70 percent for both sexes.
Overall, more ‘teens had

oral sex than vaginai sex: 53
percent of girfs agel5 to 19"

and 49 percent of boys report-
ed that they had had mter
course.

+umwul
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TEEN girls smokmg more

FROM 1A

three decades.

There is no single reason
why girls are smoking, drink-
ing and popping pills more

than ever, Academics, thera-—-

Under the Influsnce ™ oriti- o

pists teachers and teens them-
selves repori that today’s
young women live in an
increasingly stressful environ-
ment; many are worried about

their appearance, eager to date

older boys or recovering from

or se -l seam

abe
phnclﬁal axua! abuse.

sy Al aas wre

Unlike young men, who often
use illegal substances for an
adrenalin rush, teenage girls
use alcohol or drugs to escape.
“Girls want to do what older.
guys are dotng or they want to
be cool,” said Meghan Ward.
18, a volunteer in the Connecti-
cut community service group
Peer Advocates. “Girls dofeel a
lot of stress - everything from

school, to most of us work, we

have boyfriends and we want
to maintain good iriendships.
it's hard.”

The results came as some-
thing of a surprise to John Wal-
ters, director of the White

House program, since fllegal

drug use by children ages 12 to
17 has fallen 19 percent in the
last 5 years, a statistic touted

by President Bush in his recent

State of the Union Address.

“We want to make sure we
continue the decline and deal
effectively with the current cir-
cumstance,” he said in an inter-
view.

While some progress has
been made, the administration
statistic misses the fact that
the use of alcohol and pre-
scription drugs is rising. said
Jouseph Califano, chairman of
the National Center on Addic-
tion and Substance Abuse at
Columbia University.

“We have not done a good
job of keeping alcohol and
drugs out of the hande of lidg "
he said in Columbia’s latest
survey, 42 percent of teens
reported they would have no

trouble purchasing marijuana

in a day “That's 11 mlluon
kids.”

In 2‘_‘92, 20032 and 200 y g‘?!:
exceeded boys as ﬂrst time
pot smokers, and they far sur-
pass young men when it comes
to prescription drug abuse.

fnr whk‘h dntn is avaﬂgb!g 1 R

million gms began drinking, '\
730,000 started smoking ciga- -
reties and 675,000 begansmok- -, -

ing po
Califano who !s releaslng a
book today ‘fitled *Women:

cized Bush's proposal to trim
drug prevention and treatment
programs while increasing law
enforcement in those areas.
“The only way to get hooked
is to use, so prevention funds

mwan w s o~

aTe VEDS y, Very npor uﬁh. he

sald. ‘
Both Califano and Seigel said

adolescent girls develop addic-

tions more easily and are more
prone to depression than
males. The White House report
cited stuaies tha i indicaie Thait
girls ‘who used marijuana daily
were five times more likely to
face depression in young adult-
hood.

In many cases, concerns over
weight and self-esteem factor
heavily in giris™ decisions to
smoke or use prescription

drugs. Magazines, reality televi-

slon and movies portray young
female celebrities as success-

ful, thin - and drug users, said
‘Jessica Morales, another mem-

ber of Peer Advocates, noting,

“Glrls are more vulnerable to -

thosestereotypa
Girls even face increased
pressure from the beverage

industry, said Craig Turner,’

director of youth and soclal

services in Wallingford, Conn.
_ “They've been creating new

products specmcally geared

"toward women,” he said.

“They're called alcopops -
fruit-flavored drinks, enhanced

lemonades, ﬂavnred hard

liquors. Where taste alone '

used to deter kids. they like the
taste of these.”

~_Many people complain that
parents. are neglecting their

responslbllmes In his 14 years

ac n thnraplei at tho Croce

‘Creek Manor special‘t';' k;oar&

ing school in Utah, Garth

Lasater sald he has seen “a
sharp decline in the family,
more and more kids left alone.”

1n Connecticut, more’ par- b

ents are allowing young peopic
to drink in their homes, as long
as they don't drive, said mem-
bers of Peer Advocates. But as
Morales nut it: Adults should
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hol and cigarettes,
to government find

released today.
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ings being winning,” said Warren Seigel.

. alco- consequences as a result.

according’

Teenage girls, having already
aught up to their male coun-

chairman o] pediatrics at
Brooklyn's Coney Island Hospi-

ily by the federal government

warns the White since 1971, the surveyis ahigh-

‘House Office of National Drug ly regarded detajled look at

transmitted disease or become a
Control Polis

The results are doubly dis-
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we the dubious distinctionof because they run
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winning at.”
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rink or take drugs are at high- announce its findin

y.- tal, “This isn't the game they pregnant,
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ounter to should be
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dicating an overall,
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Kids in mirror younger than they appear

LAURA BILLINGS

If she had survived, JonBenet Ramsey would now be 16 years oid.

Just 16.

Maybe freshly minted with a new driver's license. Maybe just wrapping up her first summer job. Maybe looking forward to -
her next year of high school. S , SO

The arrest of a new suspect In her sensational murder case has reminded us once again that this girl was really much
younger than she looked in the photos we've seen so often In the last decade, the ones with the highlighted hair, and the .

painted nalls, and the powdered face. ° :

It was these images, along with the strange and artificial world of child beauty pageants in which she traveled, that seemed
to fuel a kind of whispering.campaign against her famiy that often started with "What kind of parents would allow ...?" and-
"No daughter of mine _." o o ) L -, e .

"It's Interesting that so much was made at the time about how she looked and how she was dressed,” says Cordelia

Anderson, a Minneapolis consultant who has served on the board of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children,
Though the tendency to blame the victim and her family is still strongly rooted in our culture; the sophisticated and
sexualized images of children that seemed so suspicious In the initial aftermath of the Ramsey case now seem almost

"What JonBenet's case ralsed for 3 lot of peple Is the Idea of children ‘aging up,’ " says Anderson, the founder and owner of
Senslbilities Inc. and an expert on child sexual-abuse prevention. "Youthfulness used to be the 20s, and then it moved down

to the late teens, and in the last decade we've seen sex and sex appeal being used to sell things to children.”

Advertisers even have an acronym for the trend — KGOY — which stands for "kids getting older younger.”

It helps marketers to explain why 3-year-olds are the new target market for Barbie dolls, and why kindergartners consider -
them “babyish," preferring the midriff-baring Bratz dolls instead. . , . L

It helps marketers to understand how to seli cell phones to middie schoolers (nearly half of whom had them in 2004) and the
best media buys for reaching boys and girls; 69-percent of kids between 6 and 14 have a television in their bedroom, the
Washington Post reported. e S ‘ N : s Coeae

But the trend can have some troubling consequences for parents who wish they could make their children's childhoods, and
all the innocence that goes with that, last a little longer. ‘ L . A , .
Andeison was giving a taik ot iong ago when a parent of an 16-montih-oid compiained she was having troubie finding

toddier clothing that wasn't an imitation of more aduit styles — or worse, aduit themes. A new clothing line calied "Pimpfant”
now features “wife beater” T-shirts for toddlers, whife other Internet boutiques offer ali-cotton tees that say "Playground- -~ - -
Pimp." According to the online catalogue: “"Your kid doesn’t have to know how to read and write to have skills. He's working
his magic during recess behind the jungle gym. Ohh yeaa.” L .

"The way that we have made the whole pimp and ho lifestyle glamorized hasn't been a good trend,” says Anderson, "It leads
to a kind of normalization of sexual harmy ... ‘where boys get the message that they're supposed to have power over girls, and
giris get the message that they'nersupposed to be sexual object;.'f .

There are somé hopeful signs that kids can ghw up to reject this kind-of marketing, Last year, teenage girls led a boycott
against the retaller Abercromble & Fitch for selling tight T-shirts emblazoned with such offensive lines as "Who needs brains
when you have these?" "Anatomy tutor” and “Available for parties.” - - e e .

Though the company eventually retracted the T-shirts from the sales floor, the rules about what young women will tolerate
still seem ambiguous. As a recent New York Times story pointed out, "siut” has become a new salutation among teenage
giris. S . o . .

Against such a confusing backdrop, Anderson's advice to parents is to start paying attention to the ways our kids are pushed
— or are pushing — beyond the bounds of age-appropriate dress, speech and behavior.

"We have to help people see what's hidden in front of our eyes,” she says. "We don't want to buy into what we see
happening, and yet we don‘t want our kids to not fit in. That's how we play into it, without even wanting to."

Laura Billings can be reached at '5ulinjssd nones: prass cont or 651-228-5584.
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Sexy media a siren call to promiscuity? N ngrsggg;ég

By Michael Conlon
Mon Apr 3, 12:01 PMET

Sexually charged music, magazines, TV and movies push youngsters into intercourse at an earlier age, perhaps by acting
as kind of virtual peer that teils them everyone eise is doing it, a study said Monday.

“This is the first time we've shown that the more kids are exposed to sex in media the earfier they have sex,” said Jane - -
Brown of the University of North Carolina, chief author of the report. - o

Previous research had been limited to television, said the study which looked at 1 ,017 adolescents when they were aged 12
to 14 and again two years later. They were checked on their exposure during the two years to 264 items - movies, TV
shows, music and magazines -- which were analyzed for their sexual cortent.

In éeﬁeral it found that the highesi exposwé‘levélé led to more’ sexualradivity,'withwhﬂe teehs in tﬁegmup —2;2 times mofe
likely to have had intercourse at ages 14 to 16 than similar youngsters who had the least exposure. o ’ '

The effect was not as pronounced for blacks, the study said, perhaps because the black youngsters in the study were
already more sexually experienced than the whites were when the research began and thus were less influenced by media
exposure over the two-year period. . T T e S S .
The teenage pregnancy rate in the United States is three to 10 times hirgher'than that found in other industn‘aliied nations,
ma;kingrthat ,and exposure to sexually transmitted infections a major public health concem, the study said.

At the same time parents tend niot to talk about sex with their children in a timely and comprehensive way, leaving a vacuum

in which the media may become a powerful sex educator, providing "frequent and compeliing portraits of sex as fun and risk

"Interestingly one of the strongest predictors of risk for early sexual intercourse for both black and white teens (in the study)
was the perception that his or her peers were having sex.” the reportsad -

Youngsters ;'L'may begm to believe ihe mrldvcewportrayed and may begin't:o' adopt the média's social norms as their own
Some, especially those who have fewer alternative sources of sexual norms, such as parents or friends, may use the media
as a kind of sexuai superpeer that encourages them to be sexually active,” the report added.

The study was published in the April issue of "Pediatrics,” the journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics. A portion of
the data was praviously published in the Joumal of Adclescent Health. S : ‘

The study was done in several schoois in Nérth Carolina. The authdrs said that they did not ﬁ\éasure the impaét of exposure
to sexual matenal on the intemet because when the research began in 2001 relatively few of the early adolescents in the
sample had Intemet access. : e ‘ '

Additional research should include exposure to Web-based material, the study suggested. _

"It took many studies over a number of years to establish that Videnée in the media ihCreéséd children’s violent behaQio}‘ and
to begin initiatives to reduce harmful effects,” the study said: . : ‘

“Given the consistent findings regarding media violence, it may be prudent notto wait decades to conclude that the media
are also important sources of sexual nomms for youth,” it added. . ,

Copyright & 2006 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication of redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior
written consent of Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any efrors of delays in the content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon.
Copyright © 2006 Yahoo! inc. All rights reserved. : i
Questions or Comments
Privacy Policy -Terms of Service - Copyright/iP Palicy - Ad Feedback
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From the Baltimore Sun
Oral sex jumps among young

Study in city shows percentage more than do‘ubled 'frOm':'94 to '04

By Dennis O'Brien
sun reporter

May 10, 2006
Following a national trend, oral sex is on the risc among teens and young adults in Baltimore.

Studies of records from 1994 and 2004 show a sharp increase in the proportion of young patients at the city's two
health clinics who reported having oral sex. : f : - TS T i '

Among maies ages 12 to 25, the percentage who acknowledged having oral sex Jumped from 16 percent to 32
percent over the decade, said Emily Erbelding, a co-author of the report and chief of clinical services in the
Baltimore City Health Department's sexually transmitted disease program. '

The rate among females of the same age jumped from 14 percent to 38 percent, she said.

As part of the medical histories they provided on their initial visits, patients were asked whether they had
engaged in oral sex during the previous 90 days. The questions were asked at the city's eastern clinic in the 600
block of N. Caroline St. and the western facility in the 1500 block of North Ave., Erbelding said.

There were 2,598 first-time patients at the city clinics in 1994 and 6.438 a decade later, an increase Frhelding

attributed to the expansion of city medical services.

The study was intended to help physicians stay informed about health issues affecting teenagers, said Dr. Joshua
Sharfstein, city health commissioner. "This isn't something that should be thought of as a harmless activity," he
said. =\ : ;

The report, released yesterday at a national conference on sexually transmitted diseases in Florida, doesn't
discuss reasons for the increase, Erbelding said.

"More research is definitely needed so we can understand teenage choices and teenage behavior better,"
Erbelding said
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But experts say the increases might stem from a preference for oral sex because it avoids unwanted pregnancies
and carries a minimum risk of potentially deadly consequences. ' )

“People have adopted oral sex as a safer form of sex in the age of HIV and AIDS," said Dr. Jeffrey Klausner,
director of sexually transmitted disease prevention and control at the San Francisco Department of Health.

In a recent study, Klausner and a team of researchers analyzed the health histories of 239 gay men who engaged
in oral sex exclusively over six months. They found that none of the participants had contracted HIV. According
to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, HIV can be spread orally but only in very rare cases.

"We can't say there's zero risk. But we can say ... the risk is very, very, very low,” Klausner said. "Other studies
also have found the risk to be very, very low. But unfortunately, we're still faced with case reports from,
individuals who claim that's the way they were infected.”

While it might not spread HIV, oral sex can transmit other diseases, including syphilis, gonorrhea, chlamydia and
herpes, said Dr. Ronald O. Valdiserri, an expert on sexually transmitted diseases and a deputy director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta. ,

pONG Ars tonAr { oA 1201 1 + Nlns 1 4
Rut many teens are ignoring those nSkS, said Bill Alber i, & SpOKTsmian O 1t (Nationiar L ampai

Teen Pregnancy.

"Maybe we've done a decent job of trying to avoid teen pregnancy, but not avoiding the potential health risks
associated with these other activities,” Albert said. "There's no question but that among some teenagers, oral sex
is not an intimate behavior but a casual way of hooking up with somebody."

More teens are having oral sex than sexual intercourse, studies have shown. A report by the National Center for
Health Statistics last year found that 55 percent of all boys ages 15 to 19 and 54 percent of girls the same age
acknowledged having oral sex some time in their lives. By comparison, 49 percent of the boys and 53 percent of
the girls reported having intercourse.

The National Survey of Family Growth, as it is known, surveyed 2,271 teenagers between March 2002 and. -~
February 2003, said William Mosher, the statistician who analyzed the results for the National Center for Health
Statistics.

Differences between the city and federal results could be attributed to different age groups heing surveyed with 2
slightly different question, Mosher said. The federal survey asked teens whether they had oral sex anytime m

their lives, while the city survey focused on the previous 90 days. > S : R

"The results are not inconsistent with each other," he said.

dennis.ohrien@baltsun.com

This article might have 'implied that HIV, which causes AIDS, could not be spread by oral sex when it was
published in the print edition. The Sun regrets the error.

Copyright © 2006, 1he Baltimore Sun | Get Sun home delivery

> (et news on your mobile device at www baltimoresun.com




The National District Attomeys Association S R
Message From the President Robert M.A. Johnson Robert MA. < -
Johnson : . , L ,

Coiiaterai Consequences

In the performance of our duties as prosecutors, should we as
prosecutors consider the consequences of the accused outside of
the justice system, that are imposed upon conviction as a matter of
law? . ST e

Increasingly we see situations in which the collateral consequences
of a criminal conviction exceed the consequences that are imposed
by a judge upon sentencing. You know some of the examples. A
foreigner legally in this couritry for many vears, who may he marriad
to a U.S. citizen and/or parent of U.S. citizens; can be deported for
relatively minor offenses. In many circumstarices, & personwho -~
strikes any member of his or her household is technically barred by
operation of law from possessing a firearm—forever.

In our traditional criminal justice system, the court sentences

offenders to jail or prison terms, a fine, probation and related
conditions of probation. When probation is complete. as far as the -
criminal justice system is concerned, the offerider has done the time~ ~
and paid his or her debt to society. - .

However, today's offenders learn that they have only begun to'suffer

the consequences of their convictions after they have satisfied their
sentences. State legislators and members of Congress, often
motivated by public response to highly publicized cases, have
opened the daim on a stream of laws that impose subsequent
consequences on those convicted of particular crimes. These
collateral consequences are in addition to the sentencing =
consequences enforced in the courtroom, and,: unlike the judicial
sentence, they do not consider the circumstances of an individual =~
offender or offense and often they are lifatime consequences. The
consequences vary from state to state, but they generally relate to
voting, occupational licensing, vehicle licensing, firearm restrictions,
offender registration, civil forfeitures and welfare benefits. Federal -
collateral consequences are much the same as those imposed by
state law with the addition of deportation. - -~ = -

Concern about this phenomenon appears on two levels. Ona
societal level, a problem arises when the degree of these collateral
consequences reduces the possibility that convicts can return to be



productive members of our society. in these cases we have

effectively created a subclass of citizens who, even after doing what -
they were ordered to by a judge, are barred from some jobs, unable

to drive, disenfranchised from the vote and continually labeled as
criminals. To no one's surprise, they may believe they have n

recourse but to continue 1o live outside the law. :

On the practical level, as prosecutors, we see the effects of these -
collateral consequences. When the consequences are significant |
and out of anyone's control, victims of criminal conduct are less -

fikely to cooperate. Defendants will go to trial more often if the result

of a conviction is out of the control of the prosecutor and judge and

is disproportionate to the offense and offender. Judges often
consider the collateral consequences of a conviction. Whenthe -
consequences are too severe, many judges change their rulings, .
sentencing felonies as misdemeanors and expunging records to

avoid what they believe to be an unjust resutt. Ajudgeinmy - .
jurisdiction once allowed a felon to withdraw his plea of guilty after . .
he served his prison sentence to avoid a deportation. L

Our job, our duty, is to seek justice. (See NDAA National

Prosecution Standards 1.1.) How can we ignore a consequence of

our prosecution that we know will surely be imposed by the .
operation of law? These collateral consequences are simply a new
form of mandated sentences. Prosecutors have often favored .
mandated sentences to counter the tendencies of some judges who
seem incapabie of giving serious consequences for serious crimes.
With mandatory sentencing, however, we can still seek justice in

how we charge or bargain a particular case. These collateral
consequences cannot easily be charged or bargained away when
justice requires them. But we must consider them if we are to see

that justice is done. This struggle for justice was evident inthe mind
of a highly respected district attorney in a major. jurisdiction when he .
shared his agony in deciding the fate of a father who abused his

child. This father, after all, would be deported upon conviction,
destroying a family that the district attorney and the victim's family
thought could be saved. . S

The efforts of prosecutors and judges do not fully deal with the .
problem. At times, the collateral consequences of a conviction are
so severe that we are unable to deliver a proportionate penalty in
the criminal justice system without disproportionate collateral .
consequences. There must be some reasonable relief mechanism.
it is not so much the existence of the consegquence, but the lack of -
the ability of prosecutors and judges to control the whole range of
restrictions and punishment.imposed on an offender that is the



problem. As a prosecutor, you must comprehend this fuii range of
consequences that flow from a crucial conviction. If not, we will -
suffer the disrespect and lose the confidence of the very society we
seek to protect. ' o :

SOnhopeful Note: If the Naticnial Assaciation of District Attomeys can
see that the laws are overbroad, and the punishments :
disproportionate, the collateral damage to the family is so great that
they would issue such a strong statement, what are the lawmakers -

doing?

The lawmakers are pandering to the fear of parents (of which this
writer is one). The most basic instinct of parents is to keep their
children safe; it is the parents' primary responsibility, NOT the
government's. : ‘ 3 R

When the consequence for an action is so disproportionate to the
action itself, all faith is lost in a system that no longer pursues justice
but conviction and eternal sanction and stigma. This faith is lost not
only by the former offender and their spouse, but by their parents, -
siblings, and most importantly their CHILDREN. The children of .
former offenders have zero faith in lawmakers (our entire system of
government), law enforcement, the criminal justice system,; in "victim
advocates," prosecutors or social workers: anyone who says they
are "here to help" who represents the government. They do not
believe that anyone has their best interest at heart - especially after
seeing ihe vengeance with which their famiiy is destroyed, how their
mother is treated for wanting to keep the family together, how they .
themselves are berated and degraded for still loving their family -
member. How their family member is treated, no matter how much
progress they make, how much they have worked to rehabilitate and

~ e i
reGeem memseives.

This loss of faith is not.without deep and lasting consequence. This
is the new generation of leaders, those who the lawmakers emptily -
promise to "protect,” but whose lives are demolished with wicked
glee, who are tortured by the public and castigated by the news and
tabloid television at every opportunity. All of this while the familiar
and trite soundbyte is repeated ad nauseum, "It's for the children. "

Whose children?

This generation of former offenders' children is growing up with a
deep, abiding resentment against and distrust of the criminal court
system, law enforcement and our elected leaders who make the
laws that are supposed to represent ali of us. The truth is that they



repiesent everyone but former offenders and espemany they do not e

represent the chlldren of former oﬁenders

What will these children be hke when they are young adults’) Wil ‘
they partrcnpate in our system of govemmen’( and our society? Or, as
we predict, since incarcerating their parent/sibling/other relatlve for
25 years-to-life (with a vengeful glee), will they find themselves
incarcerated for life as weli? it is well established that there isa
dangerous "cycle of incarceration,” so are we setting our country
that already has a shameful record (1 in 10 Americans has or will
spend time in jail or prison in their lives) on a course where
everyone is elther in pnson or works in the pnson mdustnal
complex? R : ;

That seems to be the direction that we as a nation are heading. The
passing of poorly-thought-out. knee-ierk "sound-byte" laws named
after victims (which may or may not even be mlated to the brll nself
eAdvocate seems to be the only one checking) is growing ‘

exponentially, and our lawmakers are sinking further and furthérinto =

the gutter. it is with-no shame the politicians exploit the deaths of
children to further their own careers: it is with no shame that they
DESTROY MILLIONS OF CHILDRENS LIVES while spouting
Orwellian phrases about the government's "first duty” to protect
children, and that people lose all civil/constitutional rights and
human dignity forever when they oommlt the most mmor Of -
infractions.

That is double-plus-ungeod. We—must heed?fhe calls ‘of/tﬁose who -
prosecute (sometimes overzealously) - if they are worried about the
harshness of our system and these new Iaws that isa senous
indication. : o

it's time to fix the system. Together we can do it. We are citizens,
families and professionals working TOGETHER to reform the
system. Please join us by chckmg the "Reglstec" link’ at the upper
right hand comer. -

Post
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Change Sex Offender Registry to stop punishing some adults for

what they did as kids

Tuesday, August 15, 2008
By KAREN A. TIGHE

There is a growing acknowledgment that Michigan's Sex Offender Registry (SOR) needs another look,
especially as it applies to juvenile offenders.

The registry was established with the idea of protecting the publie: #wae sreated in respense o a faw

Unfortunately, the list of offenders is now s0 large that its effectiveness is diluted. In Michigan alone, there
are over 36,000 nam the Sex Offender Registry. The list becomes more unwieldy every year, since
individuals must remain on the registry for 25 years after a conviction. No one currently registered is
eligible to have his name removed until well past 2020.

While all individuals on the registry have cornmitted a sexual offense, not all are “sexual predators” or
"sexually deviant.” This is espadially true in the case of juveniles whose offense may have occurred as
young as 10, but whose names 9o on the public registry when they become 18;

Most media outlets, including The Bay City Times, maintain a privacy policy that does not identify juvenile
offenders or victims of sexual offenses by name. Simitarly, while the Sex Offender Registry applies to
juvenileg, their namae remain confidential unt! ags 18 By that ms, many juveiile offenders have
completed treatment and do not pose a threat. But at age 18, their names must go on the public registry.
This often impedes the ability of rehabilitated youth to find housing, maintain employment and reassimilate
info society. I, s : ~

Unlike the aduit system where crimes are punished by incarceration, the juvenile system hopes to
rehabilitate. While some have called for harsher treatment of juveniles, by and large our society recognizes
that. in the words of Desmund Tutu, "Wa must look on children in need not ae problems but as individuals
with potential.” The juvenile court system does its best to fe-parent children who have victimized others,
and help them conform behavior to society's standards. There are reliable assessment tools that can
differentiate the pathological from the incorrigible, and many juveniles respond readily to treatment. A few
examples from the local caseload help illustrate this point.

o1
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prosecution. He is not a predator. He is not a rapist. He is not a threat to young children. He is now a
father, and when he was released from juvenile court, he was still dating the mother of one of the babies.
He will be on the Sex Offender Registry until he is 41 years 0id.

Another young man's path toward the registry started through no fault of his own, when he was a little boy.
He is one of the children the registry was designed to protect - he was abused by a convicted sex offender,
his father. After this trauma, he was placed with a loving foster family. Children are the greatest imttators in
the world. At age 13, this boy acted out inappropriate sexual behaviors he had learned, on another child at
home. He was prosecuted for criminal sexual conduct and pled guilty. The court assumed his care, and he
was seni {0 resiiential piacerent. He was givei yoais of wiense therapy. Wisi e tumed 18,
confidentiality no longer applied. Suddeniy, his name and picture appeared on the. public-registry. His
classmates used this information to ostracize him when he registered (as required) as a sex offender with
the campus police.

Due to a glitch when he was released from court wardship, his address was incorrectly reported. The
prosecutor issued a warrant for failure to register as a sex offender, which is a felony. A state trooper was
dispatchad {o transpont this young man from his foster home in the Linper Peninsula to the Ray County Jail,
After leaming the background, the district court dismissed this charge. But upon his release from jail, the
young man was stranded 300 miles from home, with no money and no transportation. Court employees -
bought him tunch and a bus ticket back to the north. it has been almost nine years since his offense
occurred. There has been no repeat behavior. This young man will continue to be registered as a sex.
offender until he is 38 years old. . o -

Finally, a 23-year-old man came into court.recently fo seek expungement of his iuvenile record. His offense

happened when he was 12, with a younger child. Today, he presents a compelling picture of a person who

has done everything in his power to atone for his youthful crime. He was accompanied to court by his wife P
and his pastor. He brought in copies of his college gradas and references from teachers. He was proud of

his job. He satisfied the court that his juvenile record could be destroyed. Yet, he must remain on the

registry until he is 37: .. : - o : S :

The state police Web site carries a disclaimer that the SOR shouid ot be used for harassment. However,
this young man was summarily fired when a co-worker showed his boss the information on the registry. - -~

What the Sexual Offender Registry does not reveal is that many juveniles successfuily.complete
sexual-offender treatment. They leamn to identify their own abuse cycle and the things that trigger
flashbacks. They leam to avoid pomography and sexually explicit material. They leam toprotect . - - -
themselves from false accusations by avoiding unsupervised contact with persons who might accuse . -
them. o S S

The Michigan Probate Judges Association has urged the Legisiature to consider revising MCL 28.721 to
provide for the use of discretion in requiring juvenile offenders to_remain on the registry for 25 years. Some . ..
revisions adopted by other states include: allowing a prosecutor to file a petition where they believe public. -
notification is required; requiring a court to hoid a hearing.at age 21 to determine whether a juvenile should -
be registered as an adult; and allowing a juvenile to file a petition requesting the court to determine -
whether the interests of the public require future notification. - o

The Sex Offender Regisiry is an exceilent tool to allow victims to track the whereabouts of the person who
committed a crime against them. But.if the general public makes assumption about registrants without o
knowing the details, the SOR can become 3 tool of retribution bayond what the law anvisioned. .

- Karen A. Tighe, a Bay City resident, is the Bay County Probate Court and Family Court judge. - S
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Recognizing Healthy & Unhealthy Sexual Developmen in Childré
Recognizing Healthy & Unhealthy Sexual Developmen-in Chiliren
by Phit Rich, Ed.D., MSW

In an age when childhood sexual abuse and victimization is increasingly -
on our minds, it is important for parents (and other caretakers)to -~

understand what is "normal” sexual development and behavior in children =

and teenagers, and which-behaviors might signal that a child is a victim of
sexual abuse, or acting in a sexually aggressive manner towards rathqrs. o

In fact, sexual development and sexual play are natural and healthy
processes in children, from toddlers through childhood and into -
adolescence. For infants and toddiers, this usually involves body ,
sensations, cuddling and touch; and playing with toys. Even in the earliest’

of days, babies and toddlers touch and rub their own genitals, and even as -

infants boys experience erections. By early school age (6-7), children are
interested in body parts and functions. Some sexual play may begin, and’
concepts of love and affection begin to develop, evolving into behaviors
and questions that continue developing into later childhood (8-9 years oid).

Pre-adolescent children (agés 10-12) are more focused on social
relationships and expectations, and begin to experience clearer sexual

feelings. Children touch, fondle, and rub their own genitals throughout =

childhood, but they begin to more clearly masturbate during this time,

developing clearer pattems into.and beyond puberty (ages 12/13 and up). R *

By puberty and adolescence, body parts and sexual organs are clearly
developing, and puberty brings the onset of menstruation in girls and more
routine masturbation for both boys and girls, and especially boys. As
children move deeper into adolescence, romance, intimacy, and séxual =
issues are driven by and blend with physical feelings; emotions, and social
expectations. Dating and more:intense sexual relationships begin and™ =~
deepen, moving from thinking about and discussing romances, to dating,
kissing, sexual petting, and, in-many cases, sexual relationshipsand =~ -
intercourse.

But it is important to distinguish between.age appropriate andage - =
inappropriate sexual behaviors. Many children engage in sexual behaviors
and show sexual interests throughout their entire childhood, even though
they have not yet reached puberty. However, normative (or expected) -
sexual behaviors are usually not overtly sexual, are more exploratory and
playful in nature, do net show a preoccupation with sexual intéractiohs,”
and are not hostile, aggressive, or hurtful to seif or others.

Appropriate and Inappropriate Childhood Sexuality -

Like other areas of growth, children's sexual behavior develops overtime,
and many behaviors are normal for children at certain ages. On the other

hand, there are sexual behaviors about which we should be concerried,
are worrisome, and should not be ignored or seen as child's play. Other -
sexual behaviors are more serious.and-may be dangerous 10 the child and~

others. Nevertheless, when a child engages in sexual behaviors, itcanbe =



difficult to decide when the behavior is- natural and heauhy and when rt
may reflect a problem or disturbance. . -

The normative behaviors of childhood and adolescence are of concemn
when they are extensive or suggest preoccupation, or involve others in
ways that are not consensual. That is, sexual behaviors:in children present

a special concern when they appear as prominent features-in a-child's- ﬁfe~ L

or when sexual play or behaviors are not welcomed by otherchddren
involved in the play. This.is the point at which sexually harmful and
aggressive behaviors most c!osely and deaﬂy hlnges

Sexually Reactive Chlldren

"Sexually Reactive” chddren are pre-pubesoem boys and gms who have
been exposed to, or had contact ‘with, inappropriate sexual activities. The

sexually reactive child may engage in a variety of age-inappropriate se,(ua;, ST

behaviors as a result of his or her own exposure to sexual experiences,

and may begin to act out, or engage in, sexual behaviors or relationships o

that include excessive sexual play, inappropriate sexual comments or -
gestures, mutual sexual act:vlty with other chlldren or sexual molestatlon
and abuse of other children. ; .

Inappropriate Sexual Exposure

For children aged. below 11 we eonsuder all forms of sexual exposure
inappropriate, and especaally for children aged 10 and younger Thls
includes:

* all fonnsofsexualacttvvty wtth adohsoentsandadults . Lo
* viewing pornography orothersexwtyemmmatenai R
* witnessing sexual. behawors between adu!ts adoiescents or other

chlldren

* excessive sexual play wvth a same age or older ch:id who has more:
sophlstlcated sexual knowledge

* any situation in which a child is exposed to explicit sexual matenals
outside of an educaﬁonal expenence taught by quaﬁed staff S

inappropriate Sexual Behawors -

Sexually reactive chnldren may react te thetr exposure to sexual adiwties
by:

* demonstrating precocious sexualized activities, gestures, language;

and knowledge

* engaging in extensive mutual sexual play wﬁh same age or younger
chtldren '
* engaging in excess;ve masturbatton ordemonstratmga pmquon
wrth sexual activities and ideas -~ .. . .

* engaging in sexual behavmrs in pubhc such as sexuai exposure
rubbing, or masturbat:on -



* interest in or attempting sexual contact with older children,
adolescents, adults, or animals o
* engaging in or attempting significant sexual encounters with same age
or younger children, including masturbanon oral sex dlgrtal penetratnon ’
and intercourse
* sexually molesting other and especually younger chnldren

Signs of Sexual Dlsturbance

Toni Cavanagh Johnson a psychobgist speclauzmg in chrtdhood sexual
development, lists signs of oonoem in chlldren up to the age of about 12

* Children should not be preoccupwd wnh sexual play, and should
engage in many other forms of play

* Children should not engage in sexual play with much younger or much
older children

* Children should not have precocious knowledge of sex beyond their
age

* Children's sexual behaviors and interests should be similar to those of
other same-age children

* Children should not be "driven” to engage in sexual activities, and be
able to stop when told to by an adult

* Children's sexual play should not lead to complaints from or have a
negative effect on other children, and should not cause physical or
emotional discomfort to themselves or others

* Children should not sexualize relationships, or see others as objects
for sexual interactions

* Children aged 4 and older should understand the rights and
boundaries of other children in sexual play

* Children should not experience fear, shame, or guilt in their sexual
play

* Children should not engage in adult-type sexual activities with other
children

* Children should not direct sexual behaviors toward older adolescents
or adults

* Children should not engage in sexual activities with animals

* Children should not use sex to hurt others

* Children should not use bribery, threats, or force to engage other
children in sexual play

There are many excellent books and other publications that explain and
discuss healthy sexual development in children and adolescents. Parents
who have questions about sexual behavior in children should take the time
to learn about sexual development in their child, and be aware of the
possibility of sexual difficulties.
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